President Sargsyan's Salary To Triple If Government Bill
Is Passed: MP Pashinyan Says "No Way"
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It appears that the Armenian government believes that paying state
employees more money translates into better functioning employees.
The government also believes that higher wages to state employees will
cut down on corruption risks and increase the overall productivity
of the bureaucracy.
At least that is the argument the government has been using to support
it's a bill that the National Assembly has been debating for the past
three days.
Take President Serzh Sargsyan for example. He now gets a monthly
income of 436,460 AMD ($1,075).
If the government sponsored bill passes, his monthly income would
shoot up to 1,322,800 AMD ($3,258) as of July 1, 2014. That's a
whopping 200% increase.
National Assembly President Hovik Abrahamyan and Armenian Prime
Minister Tigran Sargsyan now get 373,540 AMD ($920) per month. This
would rise to 1,190,520 AMD ($2,932) if the bill is adopted.
Armenia's Deputy Prime Minister now gets 357,810 AMD ($881) monthly.
This will increase to 992,100 AMD ($2,444). Also getting the same
wage will be the Prosecutor General, President of the Cassation Court,
President of the Control Chamber and the Human Rights Defender.
Under the new law, Members of Parliament, Provincial Governors
(Marzpet), and First Deputy Ministers will receive 661,400 AMD ($1,692)
across the board. MPs now make 331,595 AMD and Marzpets, 258,190.
The Police Chief of Armenia, who now takes home 402,810 AMD ($992),
will be getting 793,680 AMD ($1,955). This is the new salary that
Ministers and the Chiefs of Staff of the Government and President
will receive as well.
The government says it wants to implement a more unified wage scale
system that would gradually do away with the salary discrepancies
among various departments that have accumulated over time.
Since the proposed pay raises directly impact on their pocketbooks, MPs
actually have followed the debates with greater than usual interest.
Many didn't understand how the government calculated their new wage
rate, given that the same wages would also be received by Provincial
Governors and First Deputy Ministers.
All government Chief of Staff Vache Gabrielyan could say in this
regard was that the calculations were based on professional studies
and interviews conducted with various officials, including MPs.

This seems a bit suspicious since I couldn't find one MP who said
they had been interviewed.
Some MPs demanded that the names of their colleagues who had been
interviewed, and asked to evaluate their work, be made known.
Gabrielyan promised to publish their names but they haven't been
so far.
For example, MP Arpineh Hovhannisyan wanted to know who had evaluated
the work productivity of the Presidential Chief Advisor, who will be
getting paid 727,540 AMD if the bill passes. That's 66,140 more than
the MPs will get, so I guess many in parliament felt somehow slighted.
Opposition MP Nikol Pashinyan rhetorically asked if the government
was doing such a great job to warrant these raises.
He declared that he would vote against any raises for President
Sargsyan, National Assembly Speaker Abrahamyan and other officials.
"These are people under whose watch poverty has jumped from 27.6%
to 37%," Pashinyan said.
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Armenian MP: How Much Money Do You Need To Be
Happy?
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"It is immoral increasing the president's salary by 203% from current
436,000 drams to 1.323 million drams amid extremely heavy social and
economic situation in the country," Nikol Pashinyan, MP from oppositional
Armenian National Congress, said in the parliament, Thursday.
He said that the salary of Prime Minister Tigran Sargsyan and Parliament
Speaker Hovik Abrahamyan will be increased by 318% in 2014 - from current
383,000 drams to 1.190 mln drams. Meanwhile, he went on, under government
of these persons the poverty level in the country grew from 27.6% to 35%.
He compared the salaries of top officials with the upcoming growth of the
salaries of teachers by some 4.7%.
Considering that the so-called compulsory accumulative pension systems will
be applied in the country starting Jan 1 2014, teachers will feel no
increase in their salaries. Salaries of the disabled persons will be
increased in 2014 as well. They will be receiving 19,600 drams instead of
the current 18,300 drams. A person who spent 30 years of his life working
for the country will be receiving some 30.2 thousand drams pension.
Meanwhile, according to the official statistics, the minimum consumer
basket in Armenia is 32.9 thousand drams.
"It turns out that a person who worked over 30 years is not able to buy
even the most essential foodstuffs," Pashinyan said. He recalled that 1,146
million people in the country live in poverty looking forward for the
government to settle their problems.

"Meanwhile, the political elite has increased their own salaries.
What is this, if not cynicism amid poverty, migration and disappointment?"
Pashinyan said. "For what services should the salary of Serzh Sargsyan be
increased? Maybe for occupation of Yerevan with tanks after the incidents
of March 1 2008 or for the shame Armenia felt after his statement on
accession to the Customs Union?" Pashinyan asked.
"Why should the salaries of the prime minister, the ministers, prosecutors
and police officers be increased? Maybe for looking at how an oligarch
destroys a cultural value? Why should parliamentarians enjoy bigger
salaries? None of them has done anything to stop the people escaping from
the country. Why? Probably, it was because of their low salaries. Now these
parliamentarians complain that their salaries will be equal to the salaries
of deputy ministers. All this is because parliamentarians have become
something like a paper- stainer who make papers into the law every time
they are ordered to do," Pashinyan said and recalled the words of Ostap
Bender: "Shura, how much money do you need to be happy?"

